Clinical teaching reexamined.
In an effort to determine the most effective clinical teaching behaviors of clinical teachers or preceptors in individual or small group settings, investigators at the University of North Carolina and the University of Alabama developed an instrument to survey all clinical medical students at the two institutions. This process resulted in a compilation of the specific behaviors found to be most helpful to the responding students in facilitating their clinical learning. All items were then factor analyzed, resulting in six more general teaching dimensions or factors being identified. There were active student participation, preceptor attitude toward teaching, emphasis on applied problem-solving, a student-centered instructional strategy, humanistic orientation, and emphasis on content and research. The more specific behaviors which loaded on each factor were also examined.